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Great Britain. Russo-Turkish hostilities started in the Black Sea. On August 10, 1914, N.S. two modern warships of the German Mediterranean squadron, the battle-cruiser Goben and the light cruiser Breslau, having escaped British vigilance, took refuge in the Dardanelles. After the fictitious sale of these vessels to the Ottoman government, they entered the Black Sea and on October 29 and 30 the Turkish fleet, without a declaration of war, bombarded Sevastopol, Odessa, Feodosia, and Novorossiisk. Russia, Great Britain, and France retaliated by declaring war on Turkey (November 2, 5, and 6, N.S., respectively). Meanwhile the Caucasian frontier had been denuded of much of its troops, which were sent to Poland and Galicia. A Turkish offensive in the Caucasus led by Enver Pasha met at first with some success and brought from the Grand Duke Nicholas Nikolaevich a request to Great Britain for a diversion (December, 1914); this plea was the starting point of the Dardanelles expedition. The Russians, however, were unduly alarmed. The ill equipped Turkish army was soon forced to retreat, and thousands of the assailants perished miserably in the icy wilderness of the snow-blocked mountain passes. The subsequent course of the war on the Caucasian front was as a whole favorable to Russia and led to the invasion of Armenia and the capture of Erzerum in February and of Trebizond in April, 1916.
In 1914 Russia's rather unimpressive navy, not yet recovered from the disaster of the Japanese war, consisted mainly of obsolete vessels. The inferiority of the Russian Baltic fleet to that of Germany, which controlled the exit from the Baltic, dictated extreme prudence in the use of Russian naval forces in these waters. The task of the Russian Baltic fleet was accordingly limited to the defense of the Gulf of Finland and to occasional support of the land forces operating on the littoral. The activities of the Black Sea fleet were conducted on an even more modest scale and were restricted to tasks of a local nature. Of the thrilling encounters upon the Seven Seas which fill the naval history of the maritime Powers Russian sailors knew nothing.
In January and February, 1917, an allied conference attended by the statesmen and military leaders of Great Britain, France, Italy, and Russia met in Petrograd. Plans were drawn for a joint offensive in which the Russian government pledged itself to participate as soon as tie new divisions then in process of formation had been trained and equipped^ simultaneously arrangements were made concerning